
For your own safety the MOD does not permit the public to enter any building at Imber
other than St Giles church.

Imber

What's at Imber?

Entering Imber From The West (from Warminster)

The first indication that you are entering Imber village is a short avenue of trees after
several miles of barren Salisbury Plain. As you leave this avenue of trees look to your
right, before the first building, here was The Dring, now demolished, this row of cottages
led to the Bell Inn.

There  was  another pub in Imber, at the other end of the village, called  the  Nag's  Head,
but  this  disappeared  at  the  beginning  of  the  19th century, and became a pair of
cottages, this building also survives.

contd...
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The Bell Inn

The  Bell  Inn  remained  open  until,  like  all  other  residents,  the  Usher's  tenants  were
required to leave in 1943. Ushers brewery continued to renew the licence well into the
1960s in the hope that the villagers would one day be allowed to return.

Baptist Chapel

To the right hand side of the Bell
Inn you may see an overgrown
area within a security fence. This
is  the  cemetery  of  the  Baptist
Chapel which lay further up the
slope beyond it,  but  which  was
demolished  in  the  late  1970s.
The Baptist Chapel was built by
the  villagers and had a thriving
congregation.

contd...

the now demolished Baptist Chapel and in front of it the 
Chapel's graveyard, which 'remains'

the Bell Inn is the first building seen when entering Imber from the direction of Warminster



Imber Court

Continuing from the direction of Warminster into Imber Village, set back and behind high
steel gates, you will next glimpse Imber Court on the left.

Looking at it now, in it's paired back, militarised state, one can hardly imagine that in the
17th  Century,  right  through  to  the  late  19th  Century,  Imber  Court  was  surrounded by
manicured lawns, topiary. It was the 'big house' of the village and with the farm the centre
of the villager's entertainment.

Imber Court Farm

Imber Court Farm lies behind Imber Court, the main farm buildings still survive, but they
are out of bounds, so may not be visited. They were ideal for celebrations.

Imber Court Farm (behind Imber Court but access to even see it from outside is not permitted)

Imber Court, once the grandest house in Imber



Council Houses

In  1938 new council  houses were  built  in  Imber,  a  sure  sign  that  the  locals  at  least,
including  the  council,  hadn't  at  the  time  expected  Imber  to  be  consumed  for  military
purposes, even though by then the War Office owned every part of the village except St
Giles church.

You can see two terraces of council houses opposite Imber Court. Just five years later they
became redundant with the evacuation of Imber.

Urban Warfare Training

Between the council houses and the pathway up to St Giles church is the purpose built
urban warfare training area. These buildings, along with the surviving original Imber village
buildings (except the church) have been used for training troops destined for Northern
Ireland, Kosovo, and more latterly Iraq and Afghanistan, to name but a few places. With

the purpose built urban warfare training buildings

council houses



their straight lines and red or green roofs they look rather like Monopoly pieces, but their
purpose is deadly serious.

As with all  of  Imber,  except for  St Giles church, and then only at  certain times, these
buildings may not be entered, nor can their compound.

Looking  through  the  'new'  urban  warfare  training  compound  you  may  glimpse  the
remaining old school building. This school was connected with St Giles, another school
was operated by the Baptist Chapel.

the old school amidst the 'new' urban training buildings

St Giles Church



St Giles Church

Alongside the new urban warfare buildings is the path leading up to St Giles Church,
formerly known as Church Street. The fact that Imber village is open to the public at all is
largely down to Neil Skelton, and this was recognised in the 2016 New Year's Honours
Day when he was awarded an MBE.

Nag's Head Cottages

Further  along  the  main  road  you  will  come to  a  pair  of  semi-detached  cottages,  this
reportedly used to be the Nag's Head, Imber's other pub, which closed in the early 19th
Century,. Though no records seem to exist to support that it was a pub the name of the
cottages supports it, although the architecture is more akin to it having been built as two
cottages.

Seagram's Farm

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation  Seagram's  Farm was  just  one  of  the  farms  owned  or
tenanted by the Dean family. The only exception was Browns Farm, which was on the
opposite side of the road, and even that belonged to the Hoopers, who were their cousins.
Imber may be considered a poor place, and it is true that many, maybe most, struggled,

Seagram's Farm

Nag's Head Cottages



but for a few there were the trappings of wealth.

As you  head east  Seagram's Farm is  the  last  remaining of  the original  buildings that
comprised Imber village.

This is only a brief guide to the buildings found at Imber, for more information visit
www.imbervillage.co.uk, visit the church when open, or buy one of the books on Imber

which can be found on the aforementioned website. Please read the MOD's 'Public Safety
At Imber' leaflet below before visiting.

Scroll down for the MOD's 'Public Safety At Imber' instruction......

http://www.imbervillage.co.uk/





